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father, Golab Sing, has always been so potential in the State as
to leave but little scope for their subordinates. Still there was
one very competent Minister, Kirpa Earn, belonging to the
Khatri or writer caste of the Panjab, a man of the best educa-
tion according to the Oriental style only, and one of the ablest
natives in India next after those who had received a Western
education. He had a high-born aspect and a refined manner,
with some resemblance to Salar Jang in general appearance.

In the Cis-Satlej territories the chiefs of Pattiala and Jhind,
who personally were so well remembered for their conduct
during the war of the mutinies, and whose characters have
been described in chapter VII,, had passed away. The chief of
Jhind had a worthy successor in his son; in Pattiala the
demise of the good and able chief* was followed by a regency
composed of faithful men, and the heritage was transmitted in
good condition to the young chief, who despite all the advantages
of education died prematurely from his own imprudence.

In those days the Native princes or nobles in the North-
western Provinces and Oudh who bore the best repute for loyalty
and high-mindedness were the Maharaja of Benares, the Maha-
raja of Balrampur, the Nawab of Eampur and Deo Narain
Sing of Benares. The conversation of Deo Narain Sing was
instructive and interesting to those Europeans who were
most concerned in understanding the sentiments and wishes
of the people.

The kingdom of Nepal suffered what seemed to be an irre-
parable loss by the death of its Minister Jang Behadur; but
the dissensions expected to arise after his death have fortu-
nately not arisen. In his case, as in that of some other great
workers, the 'results of his work have survived him. At this
time he was in the zenith of his fame and power, and
after having passed through evil and good report was now
esteemed universally. I saw something of him at a later time,
and his conversation confirmed the opinion previously formed
by me in common with most people regarding his ability and
other high qualities. In his youth he must have been fiercely
barbarous, and even in his old age he retained perhaps a semi-